EGG: Word-prosodic typology, exercises, Day 5
“Exercise” 1: Optional vowel reduction in Dutch
Consider the data below, which show a process of optional vowel reduction in Dutch. Conveniently, the metrical structure of the word /fonoloɣí/ ‘phonology’ lends itself well to illustrating the phenomenon (/í/ indicates lexically stored final stress).

	a. fò.no.lo.ɣí
	b. fò.nə.lo.ɣí
	c. fò.nə.lə.ɣí
	d. *fò.no.lə.ɣí




a. What generalizations can you draw descriptively about vowel reduction without invoking foot structure?
b. Assume for the sake of the argument that Dutch forms disyllabic, left-dominant trochees but does not tolerate adjacent stressed syllable. How are syllables parsed into feet, and what is the status of the syllables that are subject to optional reduction?
c. What metrical strength scale can you deduce from these data?
