
EGG: Word-prosodic typology, exercises, Day 1 

Exercise 1: Interaction of stress and lexical tone in Ayutla Mixtec 

Below you find a selection of data from Ayutla Mixtex, a language spoken in Mexico, where 

lexical tone (High, Mid, Low) and word stress interact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Describe in your own words what determines the placement of word stress (without making 

reference to foot structure). 

b. Now state the same generalization by making reference to foot structure. 

 

Consider these additional data: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Which new generalization emerges from the data above? 

 

Now take a look at the following forms: 
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d. Are these forms in line with the generalizations you have established so far, or do you have 

to adapt them? Discuss. 

e. Given your analysis, where would you expect stress in words of the shape MLMM, and 

why? 

f. Imagine there is something like a hierarchy of “tonal sonority”, similar to the sonority scale 

for segments. Based on the data from Ayutla Mixtec, what should this scale look like. 

Provide arguments. 

g. In what way do these data suggest that lexical tone and stress can coexist in the same 

prosodic system? What speaks against reducing the patterns to only tone or to only stress, 

respectively? 
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