EGG: Phonological approaches to word stress, mora exercises
Exercise 1. Afade (aka Kotoko) is an Afro-Asiatic language spoken in eastern Nigeria and northwestern Cameroon. The speakers of Afade are the indigenous Kotoko people of Cameroon and Nigeria. According to Ethnologue, in Cameroon, it is spoken in the far North region: Logone-and-Chari division, south Makari subdivision, Afade area. The language is spoken by 6,700 Cameroon speakers. In Nigeria, Afade is spoken by 40,000 speakers in Borno State, Ngala LGA, 12 villages. There are no known dialects.

Consider the data below (the language has tone, but tone marks are omitted):

a. ko-kama ‘to-milk’
b. ko-kona ‘to-hit’
c. ko-lamba ‘to-lap’
d. kw-aːmbata ‘to-go up’
e. kw-aːða ‘to-govern’
f. kw-eːta ‘to-answer’
g. kw-ɪːmba ‘to-swell’
a. As you can observe, the infinitive prefix has two surface realizations. Describe in your own words what causes these different realizations.
Note that the stem-initial vowels in examples (e-g) are long (aːða, eːta, etc.). This is no coincidence but follows from a phonological process. Assume that the stem-initial vowels are short in the underlying representation – that is, [aː] is derived from /a/, [eː] from /e/, and [ɪː] from /ɪ/.
b. What principle have we discussed in class that could be responsible for the lengthening of the stem vowel?
c. Propose derivations that account for the interaction of the two processes involved (prefix alternation, vowel length). Propose one derivation based on the idea that length is a feature [±long], one where length is represented with cv slots, and one where length is represented with moras.
d. Which approach would you consider to be the most suitable one for the analysis, and why?
